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This valuable collection of 23 papers and essays from the pen of Dr. Roger Nicole will be 

a useful volume for any pastor or serious student of theology.  Nicole is currently 

Professor of Theology at Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando, Florida, and has 

won the respect of theologians, pastors and laymen within and without the Reformed 

community as a champion of orthodoxy, endowed with great clarity and precision of 

thought, coupled with a gracious and irenic style.  

 

Following an introductory essay on Polemic Theology (a fitting opener for a volume of 

often dense theological argument), the first section deals with the subject of Scripture.  

Nicole confronts a range of threats to the Reformed doctrines of canonicity, inerrancy, 

and inspiration from liberalism to neo-orthodoxy, as well as discussing practical matters 

such as the nature of Old Testament citations in the New.  A number of these discussions 

are couched in historic contexts as these reoccurring debates were handled by Calvin, 

Warfield and Fairbairn. 

 

In the second section, there are six articles treating the atonement, particularly its nature, 

extent and compatibility with a universal Gospel call.  Nicole defends the historic 

Reformed position with great precision against the objections of Arminianism, 

Amyraldianism and Universalism.  Seven articles on miscellaneous topics conclude the 

collection, including a most helpful response to Greg Boyd and Clark Pinnock’s Open 

Theism, some thoughts on the Perseverance of the Saints and a Biblical Theology of 

Marriage. 

 

The author’s material is often heady and one must be prepared to carefully follow his 

well-defined logic as he dismantles opposing arguments, but Nicole always writes 

engagingly and with a twinkle in his eye.  He possesses a persuasive passion for the 

Reformed faith, and is eager to keep it from being misrepresented and undermined, even 

if it means redefining some of our cherished traditional formulas (e.g. the “TULIP” 

acrostic) to make the doctrines of grace clearly understood in a post-Christian age.  

Heartily recommended. 

 

David Whitla 

 

 


